In 1915 'the value of the mineral production in Iowa was $27,-062,950: This is the ,highest figure of record for the state, exc.eeding the value of production in 1914 by $761,085. The following table shows the value of Iowa'S mineral output during each of the past 10 years: VALUE ' , , , , , , , , , , , , , , ', : 26,301,865 1915 " " " ' , . , .. , " " " " , . , .,. , ',., .. ,"'" . ,. '. , " , .. 2'7,062,950 I From this table it will be seen that , the value of the output in 1915 exceeded the value of a decade earlier. by $10,648,503. With the exception of the year 1911, the value of each year of ' ' the past ten years has been greater than that o,f the preceding year.
The four most important products of Iowa in "order of their value of production are coal, clay and clay products, cement and gypsum. These products in 191p had a value of $25,724,776, which was ninety-five per cent of the total value, of all the mineral products of the state. The values of coal, clay and clay products, sand and gravel, and cement , were greater in 1915 , than in 1914 but the values of stone and lime, gypsum, and mineral waters were less in 1915 than in 1914.
The number of mineral prodacers in Iowa in 1915 was 540; the number in 1914 was 563.
The total production by counties for 1915 is given in 
..
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3,418,329
---------------------------_.
*' , 165, 768 3, 634, 391 251, 086 210, 278 4, 148, 481. 14, 961, 134 Totals ___ .. 540 $ 13, 577, 608 $ 6, 749, 088 [ $ 577, 295 $ 720, 79' 5 $5, 438, 164 $27, 062 The output, disposition of product, value, average price per ton, average number of days worked, and average number of" men employed in 1915 " are , given, tabulated by oounties, in Table: 
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Wapello ________ 3 27,790 --- 
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Winneshiek 1 * * ----
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**Pottery and -clay sold
---------------------------------------------------10,898
Counties with less than' three producer.s -------- . 
Ohio ------------------------------
Pennsylvania ---------------------
Indiana ---------------------------
<6'
240 7,65S,285 4.64 
Iovva ------------------------------
Missouri --------------------------
West V' irginia --------------------
5,761,411 3.49 
Oalifornia ------------------------
Ohio ----,--------------------------
1 524 $36,839,621 22.58 
Pennsylvania ---------------------
----------------------
Indiana ---------------------------
Iovva ------------------------------
7 161 ' 6,743,615 4.13 The three , principal clay products in order of value in 1915 we:De drain tile, ':fireproofing ' and common brick. Cerro Gordo county continued to .be the chief producer of clay and clay produots., the value of the output in 1915 being $1,830,220, to which , value drain tile alone contributed $1,417,908.
Missouri --------------------------
California ------------------------
The value of dr.ain tile and coinlnon ,brick sold in Iowa in the past ten ye' ars has been as follows: PRODUCTION The value of stone and lime produced in. ' The distribution of limestone and lime ID counties in Table IV given by 
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11,467 14,237 *' 23,317 577,513' 7,336,821 .855 NATURAL GAB. The production of natural gas in Iowa in 1915 came from four shallow wells in Louisa county. The gas is obtained from sand pockets in the glacial deposits, and is . used for lighting three dwellings. In many places in Iowa small amounts of gas have been found having the same relations to the drift depo~its as has the gas of Louisa county. Gas in commercial quantities has not yet been found in any of the wells that have been drilled , for water in the indurated rocks of the state.
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IRON ORE. ,'
In 1915 the Missouri Iron Company continued its investigations on the Waukon iron ores, but no ore was placed upon the market.
'Advance chapter from mineral ' resources of 'the United States for 1915.
